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Overview

•
 

Online tools for making new genealogy 
discoveries about your ancestors from 
Ireland have increased radically in the past 
six years.
–

 
Digitization and indexing of surviving paper 
records

–
 

DNA sampling of modern Irish descendants 
and residents
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Topics

•
 

Most Important, Digitized Irish Records
–

 
Tithe Applotment Books

–
 

Griffith’s Valuation
–

 
Maps

–
 

Parish Registers
•

 
Other Digitized Records

•
 

Genetic Genealogy -
 

DNA
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Tithe Applotment Books
•

 
Earliest surviving recordset of rural households from all 
32 counties.
–

 

Typically recorded in 1820s and 1830s –

 

BEFORE THE FAMINE
–

 

Handwritten list of heads of household, acres of land, and tithe

 
amount assessed per year.
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Then and Now: Tithe Applotment

Old Way –
 

Back Then
•

 
Go to a Genealogy 
Library

•
 

Pull Paper Index of Tithe 
& Applotment by 
Surname by Barony & 
Parish

•
 

Order Microfilm or go to 
Dublin

•
 

Troll microfilm of 
handwritten pages

Now with Digitization
•

 
http://titheapplotmentbook

 s.nationalarchives.ie
–

 

or Signup for Ancestry.com
•

 
Search by first, last, or 
just browse 

http://titheapplotmentbooks.nationalarchives.ie/
http://titheapplotmentbooks.nationalarchives.ie/
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Griffith’s Valuation

•
 

Recorded for taxation in 1850s and 1860s
–

 
Typeset in 19th

 
century

–
 

Most complete coverage of the entire island
•

 
Now searchable online by name or place
–

 
AskAboutIreland.ie

–
 

Ancestry.com
•

 
Indexed to 
detailed 
maps

http://askaboutireland.ie/
https://www.anncestry.com/
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Historical Parishes

•
 

Civil Parish
–

 
Basis for Tithe & Griffith enumerations

–
 

With some changes, correspond to modern Electoral 
Divisions in the Republic of Ireland.

•
 

Church of Ireland Parishes
•

 
Roman Catholic Parishes
–

 
Basis for Catholic Parish Records

–
 

Were reorganized and consolidated following Penal 
Laws and shortage of priests

–
 

Continue to be ‘Unioned’
 

and reorganized today
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Other Map Divisions
•

 
Barony
–

 

Feudal political structure from Norman to famine times
–

 

Original basis for land ownership
•

 
Poor Law Union
–

 

Attempt to reorganize taxes and local governance around 
population centers in 19th

 

century
•

 
Electoral Divisions (ED) 
–

 

Lowest level of modern government geography in Republic of 
Ireland

–

 

Often correspond with historical civil parishes
–

 

Historical Counties are preserved
•

 
Administrative Divisions
–

 

Lowest level of government geography in 
modern Northern Ireland

–

 

Historical county structure disbanded
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Historical Map Divisions

•
 

Knigh Civil Parish
•

 
Monsea Catholic Parish

•
 

Nenagh Poor Law Union
•

 
Barony of Lower 
Ormond

•
 

County Tipperary, North 
Riding

•
 

Province of Munster
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Online Maps
•

 
Griffith Valuation 
keyed to 
Ordinance & 
Survey (OS) 
maps
–

 
Combine 
historical and 
modern maps at 
GeoHive.ie

•

 

Adjustable 
Transparency

–
 

19th

 

century city 
street plans are 
hand-drawn 
inserts
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Matching Reference to OS Map

•
 

Typed original numbers match map
–

 
e.g. Lorrha, County Tipperary

# 49 John Larkin senior, tenant of Francis Toon 
–

 

with house and garden on 2 roods, 9 perches of land

 (approx 0.6 modern acres)
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Adjustable Transparency
•

 
Example GeoHive map images showing Lorrha 
village with 1837 OS map overlaid on modern map 
with adjustable transparency.
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Parish and Civil Registers

•
 

Problems Solved with Digitization
–

 
Records consolidated online at 
RootsIreland.ie for most counties

•
 

Roman Catholic Church
•

 
Church of Ireland

•
 

Civil Registration of Births, Marriages, and Deaths
–

 
Searchable index with linkage to images of 
originals at National Library of Ireland

–
 

Subscription Based
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Irish Civil Records

•
 

RootsIreland.ie
 

has assembled good collection of 
civil and church records.
–

 
Combining information from 34 county historical centers.

•
 

9.8 million 
births

•
 

4.8 million 
marriages

•
 

1.8 million 
burial & death 

•
 

427 thousand 
cemetery 
markers

http://rootsireland.ie/
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Civil Birth Record Example

•
 

Irish Civil Birth records in Ireland improve 
in latter part of the 19th

 
century.

–
 

Shows mother’s maiden name, address, and 
other useful information.
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Civil Record Certificates

•
 

Searchable index coming online in 2018-2019 
on irishgenealogy.ie

 
run by the General Register 

Office
 

(GRO) of the Republic of Ireland
–

 
Have records for all 32 counties in the 19th century.

–
 

Copies of original certificates 
can be ordered via mail or fax 
for a fee of €4.00 from the GRO

•

 

Or purchase in-person: 
–

 

Werburgh

 

Street, Dublin
–

 

Convent Road, Roscommon, Co. Roscommon

–
 

Purchase online for €20.00 from 3rd

 

party HSE Civil 
Registration Service site https://www2.hse.ie

https://www.irishgenealogy.ie/en/
https://www2.hse.ie/
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Parish Church Registers

•
 

Can be very helpful in locating a particular family 
when multiple children baptized in same parish 
over the years.

•
 

Suffer from inconsistent start dates & execution 
–

 
especially in the 1820s and 1830s when 

Famine emigrants were generally born.
•

 
Widespread use of the same forenames makes 
it difficult to distinguish between families within 
the same surname.
–

 
e.g. 18 Patrick Larkin’s baptized in County Tipperary 
registers 1830-1840.

•
 

Original books & scans often hard to read.
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Finding Gold in the Register

•
 

Available at Ancestry.com and 
RootsIreland.ie, with raw images at National 
Library of Ireland.

•
 

If you are able to make a firm connection, 
can be very informative.
–

 
Often includes marriage, maiden name, and 
address as well as baptism date.

Image from Monsea Catholic Church Register, Couunty Tipperary, Killaloe Diocese; NLI Microfilm 02481 / 01 | Page 15.  
June 19, 1835 baptism of Patrick Larkin, son of Michael and Margaret Larkin of Ballyanny

 

townland.  

http://registers.nli.ie/
http://registers.nli.ie/
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Parish and Civil Registers

•
 

Old Problems Still Around
–

 
No ‘New’

 
parish church books found in a long 

time
–

 
Adoption and retention of birth, marriage, and 
death registers very inconsistent across 
parishes

–
 

Civil registrations not started early enough in 
most localities to help descendants of famine 
emigrants.
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Topics

•
 

Most Important, Digitized Irish Records
•

 
Other Digitized Records
–

 
1901 & 1911 Census

–
 

Ships Passenger Lists
–

 
Military Records

–
 

Cemetery Markers
–

 
Newspapers

–
 

Wills & Estate Papers
–

 
Deeper Historical Records

•
 

Genetic Genealogy -
 

DNA
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Census of 1901 and 1911

•
 

Searchable
•

 
Free online
–

 
National 
Archives

 of Ireland
–

 
Ancestry.com

•
 

While not usually 
helpful for famine-

 era ancestors, can 
be very helpful in 
finding and 
identifying cousin 
families that stayed 
in Ireland.

http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/
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Passenger Ship Lists
•

 
Like Parish registers, some ship lists seem 
to be lost

•
 

Common first and last name combinations 
can make it hard to identify your ancestor.
–

 
Context & Oral History clues can help.  

•
 

e.g. Patrick Larkin traveled on same ship with his 
future sister-in-law, Julia Hogan

Image from New York Passenger Lists at Ancestry.com for ship Calhoun arriving New York on September 3, 1857.  
Patrick Larkin listed as 20 years old would imply a birth year of 1836/1837.
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Military Records

•
 

British Military
–

 
Surviving service 
records of the 
First World War 
(1914) are 
transcribed at 
www.ancestry.com

–
 

Pre-1914 service 
and pension 
records at 
FindMyPast.co.uk

Image from pension record of George Wells of the Fifth Regiment of Foot, 31 May 1848 at FindMyPast.co.uk

https://www.ancestry.com/
https://findmypast.co.uk/
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British Unit Histories
•

 
Most 19th

 

century British military units did service in 
Ireland at one time or another.

•
 

Unit histories can provide geographic details, even if 
ancestors were 
not named officers.
–

 

Many available 
instantly on 
Kindle from 
Amazon.com

•

 

Military Barracks are 
also shown 
prominently 
on Valuation Maps

Image from "A Short Narrative of the Fifth Regiment of Foot or Royal Northumberland Fusiliers from January 1754 to May 
1873", Published 1873 London 
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Irish Military Records

•
 

Ancestry.com
–

 

1922 Army Census
–

 

Kilmainham

 

Pensions

•
 

http://www.militaryarchives.ie
–

 

Easter Rising of 1916
–

 

War of Independence 1919-1921
–

 

Brigade Activity Reports
–

 

Pension Records

https://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.militaryarchives.ie/
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Other Records Online

•
 

Background
–

 
These records are not going to be complete 
for entire island of Ireland.

–
 

But can be very informative for specific 
geographies.

–
 

Tend to record property-holding families.
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Cemetery & Grave Memorials
•

 
RootsIreland.ie

•
 

Findagrave.com
•

 
RIP.ie
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U.S. Gravestones with Clues

•
 

Around 1900, it became fashionable to 
record a little bit of geographic information 
on Irish-American tombstones.
–

 
e.g. Our Patrick Larkin baptized in 1835 was 
memorialized with a large tombstone in 1895 
that states “County Tipperary”

 but implies birth in 1836/1837.
•

 
Famine Irish Immigrants were

 often ‘creative’
 

or not fully informed 
of their true date of birth.
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Newspapers
•

 

Newspapers.com
–

 

About 24 Irish Newspapers online

•

 

Unfortunately, the contents 
of the large newspaper 
collection at the National 
Library of Ireland is not 
online.  

–

 

But a catalog index of those 
holdings now

 

online.

https://www.newspapers.com/
https://www.nli.ie/en/catalogues-and-databases-printed-newspapers.aspx
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Calendar of Wills and Administrations

•
 

Searchable index now online
–

 
1858-1920

–
 

1923-1982
•

 
Entries include 
brief sketch
–

 
Heir or Executor

–
 

Relationship to 
deceased
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Some Recent Collections

•
 

Chief Secretary’s Office Registered Papers
–

 
Online Catalog for 
years 1818-1830

•

 

Must visit Dublin to 
see documents

•
 

Soldiers Wills
–

 
Available and searchable 
online

–
 

Often includes 
geographical address of 
heir
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Older Record Examples

•
 

Civil Survey of 1654
•

 
16th

 
& 17th

 
Century Census Substitutes

•
 

Annals of Ireland
–

 
Genealogical Books Derived from Annals

•
 

Royal Fiants –
 

Letters Patent
•

 
Papal Registries
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Civil Survey of 1654
•

 
Commissioned by Cromwellian Government
–

 
inventory the lands in Ireland in preparation to 
transfer land to Cromwellian soldiers in lieu of pay in 
the English Civil War.

–
 

Set in a before & after list of owners of land in each 
County, Barony, Parish, and Townland

•

 

e.g. Before: the Gaelic chieftains who had established 
English property titles

•

 

After: which Cromwellian soldiers / investors obtained land 
title

–
 

Lists only the Owner –
 

typically the prominent 
families, not the laborers or subtenants.

–
 

Published as books by County in 20th

 

century.
•

 

Some in public domain, some only recently digitized
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Civil Survey of 1654 Example
•

 
Title page and example of Donogh Kenedy (sic) 
of Lackeene Castle, Lorrha, Tipperary

»

 

Digitized as PDFs on AskAboutIreland.ie

http://www.askaboutireland.ie/reading-room/digital-book-collection/digital-books-by-county/
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16th
 

& 17th
 

Century Records

•
 

JohnGenham.com
 

web site has excellent 
lists and descriptions.
–

 
e.g. Hearth Money Rolls

https://johngrenham.com/sitemap.php
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Monastic Annals

•
 

Titles
–

 
28 titles listed on 
Wikipedia

•

 

e.g. Annals of 
Clonmacnoise

–
 

Annals of the Four Masters
•

 

17th

 

century compendium of earlier annals
•

 

Translated to English and published in 19th

 

century

•
 

Recorded feast days, obituaries, genealogies, 
and notable events of the year

Image of Cathedral, Clonmacnoise, Ireland ©

 

Attila Jondi editorial license via Dreamstime.com

https://www.dreamstime.com/editorial-image-cathedral-clonmacnoise-ireland-ruins-image76263425#res3347672
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Annals of Clonmacnoise
•

 
Written by Irish monks up to the 
year 1408

•
 

Translated to English in 1627
•

 
Published in English in 1896

[Year 994] King Moyleseachlin 
and Cahall O'Connor of 
Connaught made a bridge at 
Athlone over the [Shannon]. 
Dermott o'Laghtna prince of the 
land of Teaffa was killed by some 
of his [own] men

https://archive.org/details/annalsofclonmacn00royauoft
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Genealogical Books 
Derived from Annals

John O’Donovan wrote several in 
the 19th

 
century.

–

 

e.g. The Tribes and Customs of Hy-many, 
Commonly Called O’Kelly’s Country (1843)

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0554401428/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0554401428&linkCode=as2&tag=tomlarmus09-20&linkId=157083bd2a1a440e5de8f94addeb3d07
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Royal Fiants
•

 
Most important genealogically are 
records of the Surrender and Re- 
grant real estate records.
–

 

Published in 19th

 

century as part of the 
series, “Deputy Keeper of Public 
Records in Ireland“

18-JUN-1585
MONTER LORKAN –

 

all lands and heriditaments in Shillanghye as 
part of the nation of Donall O Madden of Longford [Barony, 
County Galway].  Granted to be held forever by the service of 
one knights fee for a rental of £80.00; and to provide 6 
horsemen and 24 footmen to the service of the President of 
Connacht or the Lord Deputy.1

1

 

Fiant Litterae Patentes, Reference # 4718 in Calendar of Letters and State Papers Vol II Elizabeth 
1580-1586 in the Twenty-Sixth Report of the Deputy Keeper of the Public Records (1895)

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjr0s6Ng4zUAhUJrFQKHeqRA68QFggrMAE&url=https%3A%2F%2Farchive.org%2Fdetails%2Fop1253263-1001&usg=AFQjCNHNty0Sm7K1rw1ENlg1g9g99XTXQA&sig2=42PpJ9RvobgMvKfyyby-eg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjr0s6Ng4zUAhUJrFQKHeqRA68QFggrMAE&url=https%3A%2F%2Farchive.org%2Fdetails%2Fop1253263-1001&usg=AFQjCNHNty0Sm7K1rw1ENlg1g9g99XTXQA&sig2=42PpJ9RvobgMvKfyyby-eg
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Papal Registers

•
 

Vatican Archives preserve 
documents and correspondence 
now lost within Ireland.
–

 
Many dispensations for illegitimate 
sons of priests

–
 

Rulings on assignment of benefices

1Patrick Larkin, A Calendar of Papal Registers relating to Clonfert Diocese, 2016

[4 June 1427] To the abbots .. Donald [O’Shaughnessy], cannon 
of Clonfert. Mandate to collate and assign to John [O’Madden], 
clerk, who lately received papal dispensation as the son of a 
priest and an unmarried woman, to be promoted …

 

the 
perpetual benefice without cure called the rectory [of Kilfarboy

 parish, County Clare]1

http://www.clonfert.org/sales.htm
http://www.clonfert.org/sales.htm
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Topics

•
 

Most Important, Digitized Irish Records
•

 
Other Digitized Records

•
 

Genetic Genealogy –
 

DNA
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Genetic Genealogy -
 

DNA

Current research efforts relating to Irish Genealogy:

1.
 

Better autosomal matches by inclusion of pedigree 
information

2.
 

Enhanced Y-DNA Family Tree from expansion of 
markers tested

3.
 

Geographical mapping projects of earliest known 
ancestors with both Y and Autosomal chromosomes

4.
 

Combination of old pedigrees with modern 
descendants who have Y-DNA tests.
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Y-DNA vs
 

Autosomal DNA

•
 

Y-DNA
–

 

Male only
–

 

Using portion which does 
not recombine or mix => 
strong ancestral signal 
across time

–

 

Y-DNA test make matching 
possible over 100s to 
1000s of years

–

 

SNP and STR marker 
mutations in parallel

•
 

Autosomal DNA
–

 

Male and Female
–

 

Recombines or mixes in 
random ways

–

 

Autosomal DNA tests are 
best used below five (5) 
generations of kinship

•

 

Some faint signals can 
come through from more 
distant cousins

–

 

Helpful for population 
studies and aggregate 
ancestral composition
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Autosomal Matching 
Incorporating Pedigree Information
•

 
Available at Ancestry.com or Family Tree 
DNA or MyHeritage.com

 
or 3rd

 
parties.

–
 

Upload a genealogical family tree GEDCOM 
file

–
 

Link one or more autosomal DNA testers to 
their profile in the family tree.

–
 

Automated inference of matches in common 
and not in common helps clarify which of your 
ancestral lines a given match comes from.



Updated 31 May 2019 DNA and Digitization in Irish Genealogy (2019 Brad Larkin) Slide 45

Mother vs
 

Father Line Matches

•
 

Note that of (3,655) Family Finder 
autosomal DNA matches in this example:
–

 
Breakout between Maternal (1,579), Paternal 
(726), and Both parents (19).
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Example of Genealogical Success 
Autosomal DNA & Digitized Records
•

 
My Patrick Kinsella

 
ancestor came from <anywhere> in 

Kings County (Offaly) in famine.
–

 

Could not localize –

 

name is too common, parish records too 
hard to read and search

•
 

Distant DNA Cousin match on FTDNA Family Finder 
with Irish man and his sister.
–

 

Initially not sure which of my branches it could be
–

 

By discussion and his Irish genealogical research, he figured it

 
was likely from Offaly

•
 

With Geographical Focus
–

 

He searched digitized parish records to find baptismal records 
matching names and years of many siblings in Offaly

–

 

=> My Patrick Kinsella

 

was baptized in Daingean

 

parish, Offaly

 
in October 1829 to parents who lived in the townland

 

of Killeshin1

•

 

Townland localizes WHERE they lived to within a few hundred 
meters

1RootsIreland.ie, Irish Catholic Parish Registers, 1655-1915, Microfilm 04202 / 09, Daingean, King's County, Page 67 
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Ireland –
 

Most Densly
 

Sampled Y-DNA
Most Densly Sampled Countries - Y-SNP with Attribution (FTDNA)
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Chart copyright ©

 

2019 Brad Larkin from Surname DNA Journal, Y-DNA SNP Database Characterization (FTDNA February 2019). 

https://www.surnamedna.com/?p=2164
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Example of Genealogical Success 
Y-DNA & Digitized Records

•
 

Telephone Directory & Calls
–

 

Irish Sample Recruitment by Surname and Geography 
–

 

Ancestral Parish Sampling
•

 
Digitized Genealogy Records
–

 

Continuity Linking Modern Family to Ancestors in Historical 
Records

•
 

Y-DNA Testing
–

 

Getting strong signature for that surname / locality
–

 

But may be no matches for some time
•

 
Someone from California with same surname but no 
pedigree tests
–

 

matches Y-DNA => His ancestors likely came from that 
geography

–

 

Focuses next steps in paper / digital genealogy
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Genetic Genealogy -
 

DNA

Current research efforts relating to Irish Genealogy:

1.
 

Better autosomal matches by inclusion of pedigree 
information

2.
 

Enhanced Y-DNA Family Tree from expansion of 
markers tested

3.
 

Geographical mapping projects of earliest known 
ancestors with both Y and Autosomal chromosomes

4.
 

Combination of old pedigrees with modern 
descendants who have Y-DNA tests.
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Enhanced Y-DNA Family Tree from 
expansion of markers tested

•
 

Phylogenetic Tree for branch of SNP 
BY21676

•50 branches 
from Y-Adam

•27 branches 
below M269

•11 branches 
below M222 
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View your own DNA Pedigree
•

 
Enter your terminal SNP for 
Y-DNA 
–

 

or Haplogroup for MtDNA
–

 

https://www.genetichomeland.c

 
om/welcome/dnapedigree.asp

–

 

Printable
–

 

Free tool, does not require 
registration

•
 

Currently 25,728 Y tree 
branches as of 
30 May 2019

https://www.genetichomeland.com/welcome/dnapedigree.asp
https://www.genetichomeland.com/welcome/dnapedigree.asp
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Y-37 Test of STR Markers

•
 

STR-only testing is not very meaningful for 
geographical matching in Ireland.

•
 

Typically only gets us to about Tree Level 
24 (versus level 52 in our previous 
example)
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Big Y-700

•
 

New test package from FTDNA that 
incorporates both SNP and STRs.
–

 
FTDNA Big Y-700 SNP matches offer much 
higher resolution that Y-37:

•
 

TMRCA to 40 year increments
•

 
Big Y-700 match with ancestral geography in 
Ireland is a very powerful genealogy clue!
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Y-DNA Kinship Measurement

•
 

Actual Phylogenetic Tree for branch of 
SNP BY21676

•44 branches 
from Y-Adam

•22 branches 
below M269

•8 branches 
below M222
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Genetic Genealogy -
 

DNA

Current research efforts relating to Irish Genealogy:

1.
 

Better autosomal matches by inclusion of pedigree 
information

2.
 

Enhanced Y-DNA Family Tree from expansion of 
markers tested

3.
 

Geographical mapping projects of earliest known 
ancestors with both Y and Autosomal chromosomes

4.
 

Combination of old pedigrees with modern 
descendants who have Y-DNA tests.
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Irish Mapping DNA Project

•
 

Geographic origins of Y-DNA originating in 
Ireland. 
–

 
Precise latitude and longitude origins of 
persons on related Y-DNA SNP branches

•
 

Project Statistics as of 08 May 20191

–
 

1,226 Total members
–

 
944 Y-37 Tests

–
 
446 Big Y Tests

•
 

144 Big Y with Latitude & Longitude in Ireland

1Irish Mapping DNA Project at Family Tree DNA, Project Statistics, 
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/irishmapping/about/project-statistics

https://www.genetichomeland.com/welcome/irishmapping.asp
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/irishmapping/about/project-statistics
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Y-DNA: Irish Mapping DNA Project
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Autosomal Projects: IDA & POBI

•
 

British Isles 
Geographic 
Projects
–

 
Irish DNA Atlas 
(IDA) 

–
 

Peoples of the 
British Isles (POBI)

•
 

Avg
 

Lat/Long plot 
segregated into 30 
autosomal clusters 
among 2,103 
individuals

Gilbert, The Irish DNA Atlas: Revealing Fine-Scale Population Structure and History within Ireland, 2017

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-017-17124-4
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Irish DNA Atlas Project
•

 
Focusing on the 
autosomal results 
within Ireland.

•
 

IDA project 
found:
–

 
Some 
conformance to 
historical 
provinces

–
 

Some East-West 
bands not part of 
provincial 
structure
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IDA vs
 

Clan Territories

•
 

Approximate 
IDA autosomal 
groups overlaid 
on pre-Norman 
clan territories 
map of Ireland.
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IDA Autosomal vs
 

Y-DNA
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Genetic Genealogy -
 

DNA

Current research efforts relating to Irish Genealogy:

1.
 

Better autosomal matches by inclusion of pedigree 
information

2.
 

Enhanced Y-DNA Family Tree from expansion of 
markers tested

3.
 

Geographical mapping projects of earliest known 
ancestors with both Y and Autosomal chromosomes

4.
 

Combination of old pedigrees with modern 
descendants who have Y-DNA tests.
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Uí
 

Maine Pedigree by O’Donovan
•

 

King Máine

 

Mór

 

led his people to re-conquer and occupy western 
Ireland in the 4th

 

century.
•

 

Highlighted in red in the middle is William ‘Boy’

 

O’Kelley
–

 

Died in 1381, one of last Gaelic Chieftans

 

of Hy Many.
–

 

28th

 

generation from King Maine Mor.

Pedigree Image from provided by Aidan Kelly of the Kelley/Kelly Y-Chromosome DNA Surname Project (2016)

https://affiliate.familytreedna.com/idevaffiliate.php?id=615&url=https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/kelley
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Pedigree of Count O’Kelly
•

 

O’Donovan’s pedigree includes a line of descent to 
Count James O’Kelly who was known to O’Donovan in the 19th

 

century
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O’Kelley
 

Pedigree and DNA

•
 

Kelly DNA Project 
shows multiple Y-DNA 
lineages from Galway.

•
 

Including descendant 
of Count James 
O’Kelly in the 
O’Donovan Pedigree

1YTree.Net

 

Big Tree display of R-FGC6562 node with correspondence by Aidan Kelly of the Kelley/Kelly Y-Chromosome 
DNA Surname Project

 

(2016)

http://www.ytree.net/
https://affiliate.familytreedna.com/idevaffiliate.php?id=615&url=https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/kelley
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Genetic Genealogy -
 

DNA
Current research efforts relating to Irish Genealogy:

1.

 

Better autosomal matches by inclusion of pedigree information
2.

 

Enhanced Y-DNA Family Tree from expansion of markers tested
3.

 

Geographical mapping projects of earliest known ancestors with both Y 
and Autosomal chromosomes

4.

 

Combination of old pedigrees with modern 
descendants who have Y-DNA tests.

•
 
There’s a lot going on with Irish genetic 
genealogy!
–

 
Genetic Genealogy is likely to help you 
localize your Irish genealogy research in the 
future
•

 
Even if it has not done so thus far.
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Unlock Your Lineage

•
 
Making DNA Work for you in searching 
for Irish Ancestral Geography

•
 
If you do not know where in Ireland your 
ancestor came from:

1.
 

Identify kinsman with patrilineal descent 
from your Irish ancestor

2.
 

Obtain Y-DNA test with Informed Consent
•

 
Big Y-700

3.
 

See if any of the high-resolution Y-DNA 
matches know their ancestral geography
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What if no Close Y-DNA Matches?

4.
 

Study geographical clusters
 

and patterns of 
the Surname in 19th

 
century Ireland.

5.
 

Develop hypothesis for most likely 
geographical area(s) for your ancestor.

•
 
Monitor DNA projects with Irish ancestry

•
 
Use digitized records to trace descendants from that 
area that could provide Y-DNA sample.

6.
 

Heritage Travel & Recruitment
•

 
Visit that area of Ireland and recruit new Y-DNA 
participants from that geography / surname.

•
 
If they match, you’ve found a good lead for further 
parish research.
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Digital Communications & Social Media

•
 

Searchable Telephone Directories
–

 
Republic of Ireland

–
 

Northern Ireland
•

 
Low Cost International Dialing

•
 

Email Widely Adopted
•

 
World Wide Web sites

•
 

Facebook
–

 
Popular in Ireland

–
 

Surname History / Genealogy Groups
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Questions

•
 

Digital Irish Records Research
•

 
Irish Genetic Genealogy

•
 

No Questions on 3rd

 
Party Sites not 

mentioned in presentation

Brad Larkin

Southern California Genealogical Society 
Jamboree 2019
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